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Records Relating to Attempts by the 
United State b Government to Obtain 
Payment on a Promissory Note {$h, 806. 3b) 

Made to the Government by Peter Havs, 
H. W. Miller, George Miller, Joseph Smith, 
and Hyrum Smith (brother of Joseph Smith), 
1841-1852 



HE&m^CE SEHTICE REPOSE? 



B^LTERY: Inforn&lQn s&oi*fc records r&leting to Joseph Ssaita, tte 



gg ppyt : 13ae records of the Solicitor of tte Treasury in the 
Mtml Archives (Record Gro^p 206) c captain a vwi0ty of £©c*saants, 
l84l~i052, thnt r®l£&® to efctm^t® ssdc by the Usitetf States Severe- 
mm& to obtain pag®a&fe cs a prcssi©s©Fy cote tor $4,866.38 aside to 
t&e I8ait@a States GovOTEsassxt toy Peter Haa^s, H. W. Miller, 
George ^diXer, Joseph Sfedta, and ^ru® Sialth (tHrotfesr of 
Josaph SMth) . 



«Sba ett^sspts at eoiijsstitm cm tfea m&e inclmtod an orcte to affect 
the arrest of Jossph @as& iiynsa Ssslth isa JStssourlj tho rOTiaring of 
a ego&mb Josaph Biaifc& ©a Jusa 11, ififes is t&a Circuit 

Court of the United States t& ttsa Diefcrtert of Hilars; epplica- 
tlosi by Joe^i Ifyzw SmWsk, &af&&t€d by fcto Govistxess^, to 
daolsrad tota^t; o^JidOTatiaa of offta" by Joseph Ssdth to 
<a£f@st pays^stt of tfea J^^snt agpissst him; md tfe© Ojpparaat waat- 
ual esttlamot of the E^&tsar, in by a JssS^saofc ttat ves 

rssss&ared ©g&inet fcli© ^I&ot off JoaaFpfc S^ith aa& 1C& otfcsr aaftossdante 
la a Ctae^ ease in tte United States Circuit Cessrt tor tfes 
Btstrtet of IXXUsDis la tt® dscras of tfta court ^as satisfied 

by sale of tba dafteSaots' Into* 



A brief record of tto ©as© €©p@®s*a Is & Rf^.^tor off Mlssolli^awg 
gglte to \&t<& fetes Q&SSpa gtefegs is a Ps^qr jte&esrestefl, TgP£ 
MWjt (cm vola&aj, ffaoi ecstalc3 a amg&gy ctf fc&a actlens tatei 
S^isst Joseph Smith ©ad ctes- el^ars of ttes pi«c^t03©ry note . Bus 
^ticsal ArohiTCS essa etgjply aa^ativa photostats of the partinmt 
mm® tr<m thle Raster (t pagaa, feOic© 3? ^1 1X0) far $3*00, 

as otfcar raaosa© a£ ttem Solicitor of ttia Tr^ea^sry f cuod that pa- 
late to the cg£o aro isteareporsed in ett Lsast tm esrtos ©f lottery 
rwaivad by tte Solldtcr erf the Trmwy aU tte lett^ora re- 

ass relfitiag to tiio ess© ara 009 orSffiSS in t&9 Bolieitap f B r©e- 
ards) # la ecpiea of lattaara ssnt by tte Solid tear, atari in fox® re- 
peats ob easas ^lefe ramlvad trtm ttes mited Stetes Attoroay 
®ad tte %itad States ^Drafeal fox tto District of nilaola, 
r©L^/«mi racorda ®ra daacrl^ below in tte o^3@r in ^ilch tbay sgo» 
p^r in tb©s© series of records # and not in oja^ etoomlogieal aa- 



Tkm earliest l®£fc®r foinal la tfcs reoarda of the Solieltor of the 
£rea?3OTy that dosssssssfes th© Bssifch ess© la a Letter (la Isfctors re- 
ceived fsma ttm Wte Ite^erti^Bfc), Osteal 99, Ji&l, frosa Jofea Bell, 
Secretary of War. la It ti& Seeretasy &B&ed fchsfc suit® be insti- 
tuted fear tbe cdXectlcp of tuo cot©© oeed tha Qc row a a agt, ens® of 
wfcieh, to the erasmt of $^,866.38, «ae ©igaed by Peter Hows, 
H. W. MULtty feorgB mXlm, Joseph Sadth, end Ryrura Bs&t£i. Ska 
lesfeioasl Archives em simply m el^stooatatic copy of this letter 
(15 psg©s, IrmlftwHffig papas® ttot arac^asied It) for $3-00. 

%8 records of ths Solicitor of the Smfwy also ccsstsdB &mm 
lefctero received £*®s J. Btffctsrfield @nd Ifezvid L. Gregg, United 
Stsfcea Attests for the District of Illigalfl (in a ©srios of 
letter© reo^TOd tram Halted States Attorneys, fershals, and CXerfc 
off Ccarfcs), that r@2isto to the proceedings a^e&iis* Joseph Ssdth. 
*Bm latioml Archives can supply copies of them at the prices 
listed tealm?; 

1. Letter froa J. Butter^iold, United States Attorney 
for tbe District of Xlliooie, August 2, l£&2, relat- 
ing to t he fcaatoi^jtcy application of Joseph Suslth 
casd hi© brot&ar, Bstith, and enclosed iesue 
of tte Sp^gapo Joaraal, Sated Jteiy 15, U3k2, that 
contains wft&SSES ^© Jossiph Sa&th. Electrostatic 
copy of tha letter, 3 pages, 60 cearts. restive 
phsrfcosstet of tbe newspaper, large pages, $6,00. 

2. Letter froa Bufctarfield, October 13, l8k£, &&z1gq~ 
ing an eseouazt, with vouchers, for service© in the 
bsyatoraptcy application of Joseph osd Hyrua Smith . 
Electrostat: of letter, k pages, 80 emits, and of 
account and vouchors, 14 pages, $2 .80. 

3. Lorttor fr<sa Sutterfiald, Beeassber 16, iS&2, relating 
to his Mil for opposing the application of the 
Smiths for bankruptcy. Elect rest at, 2 pages, 40 



Letter fras Butterfield^ Daeen^Qr 17, lf&2, enclos- 
ing a copy of a proposition Eaad® by frtegds of 
Joseph Sdth to ©scar© payment of the Judgment 
against Sssith that had been rendered in the Circuit 
Court of tha United State® for tha District of 
IUiooie on Jmm 11, l8u2. Sleetrostst, 3 pases, 
60 eentB. 

5* Letter fro© Butterfield, May 2?, 1843, asfclog 

tfiasth&r he le authorised to accept the proposition 
of Joseph Smith to effect psymsarfc of the Jad^ant 
sgalnet him* Elect roatat, 1 peg®, 20 costs. 

6. Letter free Butterfiold, August 6, 1(&4, ctaitain±o& 
a statesEsnt that he had defeated Joseph Smith's at* 
tesjpfc to obtain bocsfit tvom the haaknsptcy act . 
Eleetrostat, 3 peges, 6o cents. 
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7. Letter f&m ButrbezrTie3.<i, April 17* 18^5* giving 
bis eccmmte egret net tbm Unites! Btetoa, li&sXudiBg 
Me f lea esd expenses 1b collecting testtoo^y to 
oppos® tkt® temtew*«y application of Joseph and 

8. Latter mm* JJarld L- Gregg, Uaited States Attorney 
far tto District of IlUcde, BoptOTfter 28, 18^6, 
OTgg©sfciEg e^loyBsszst of J* Buttarfiald, his pre- 
djscessar, la a proposed sfetigs^t to caLLect la a 
court of e*sulty on tbB JtsSgBss&t agjalBSt Joseph 
Ssslth, Sym Smith, &M ethers. lOectrostet, 2 
ps@©s, 40 cants . 

SSaa letters sent by tfee Solicitor of ttm Tn&m&y Incite copies* of 
lectors raleting to tte debt proeesa3ia®s ^gsisst Jossph Smith and 
his ossoeis&ee tlsst ware sest to tfea Uiaited States Attorneys for 
the DlfitaPlet© of Mc&axcl and Illinois, to the Secretary of War, 
easd to tfe© Sesretay of the iEstorior, as identified below- 

1. Latter to ^ostgcsiery Blair, Ussited Ststee Attonsay 
for the District of m&Bss&A p Jxma 1, X(&1, direct- 
ing him to arrest Joseph ©ed Hyrro Smith la order 
to c&toi& p^s&sst aa ttea defaulted act©, £4dlng 
that If ©wast of <Tos$$& ansa Kyrtsa Surlth was sot 
effected bo tfaald tera soft* ttfoosfasrod to the 
District Attorney for HSIboIq to tew® ©alt brought 
aa it la tosfc State Electrostat, 3 V*m&» cents . 

2. Letter to tft® Secretary of VSta, Juas 1, lBkX 9 relet- 
iiis to tto Solicitor of t tea Trearary fcasdjgg ordered 
tha United Stet@s Atta^ wy u for the Districts of 
IH&sohtI esd Xllimta to bring suite in t&ose States 
as z^B^^l by ttsa S©CT@tory of tto la Me letter 
of my 29, l£&l. Elect rostat, 2 pe$ss* kO cents. 

3 . Ls&te? to B8ttox-fl&fc&* U^ltod States Attorney for 
t&a mstrlot of Hliiaol©, A^at IS, Ifite, isBt«ct- 
lsg Mm to oppose tte 6®fp21o&fcia» of Jo$ri& eb3 
Hy^iza Snslth for bas&r^tcy. Elect sxxrtert, 1 pag©, 

20 cents. 

4 . Lottos? to Btittecflel&t Ho^&e^ 2, lf&2, aasteowafiag- 
leg *®s«ip* of B£^tCTflaM 9 e letter of omx&mr 13, 

relating to pzos^l^ la tbe ^statoy 
application of Joss$& ®@& Kysfssa Sssltls, tft!& *fcicfa 
is aa omJ^saa ooto ftma tte Law Omsk to Bi3&terfield # 
d@t€^ SsptCTlKsr 5, 16^2. i^ectjrostst, 9 P^©s» 

^. Letter to Bt&to9<£ie34» J©raary IX, l8^3# 

1^ sro@lpt of his Isfttsr of l^s^ser lS%2 , erf 

»OTtoy asfetosp. BlfiotaPO^fe^, 2 pfi^w, to esssto. 
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6. Jjg&&&? to Dswld L. C§regg, Utiitod Ststes AttorB®$r 
far fc&© District of Hltets, October 6, l£&6, re- 
^osfcisg Grsgg*© pft$&8&l t&st J. ButtorfleM f bid 

pr@tl©S©S30r, b0 @33&3jG$£& OS CflgBBrii to Ofislst Gr^ggg 

la & cossrt actios* to ooHogt as ttm jtxig^&t ogsli&st 
Jos^spk SssLt&p I^ynss Ssslth, &&d otfesr©* Ktaetrostafc, 
2 pages, to Mats. 

7- Letter to A. gllliem, United states Attoroey for 
tte District of Illinois, Gefce&@r 24, 10*9, In reply 
to MtUA— 1 Istter of Oetosfesr 10, relating 
to tfes pseaiteillty of levying ©g@in8t Imfl otmed by 
Joseph estLtfo, fcsooased, to emtiefy tfea Oorsraasat's 
Judgga&st ©gainst bin. £Loetro£&@&, 3 PS$os, ^0 oeate. 

8. Letter to A. UUUfiSffi, Halted States Attomsy, 
jsm&ary 10, iSgQ, 1b reply to Ms lettsr of 
Jmsmr? 1, L85G, misting to tha title to land 
oszoed % tba tfifo of Joseph Smith- Qectrostat, 
4 pa@©s, 80 eessta, 

9* Letter to A. WllllmB, United States Attorney, 

Jwmry 30, 185I, €^taral©dgii2g receipt of Willi*™* 
letter of Jamassry 20, 1B5L, osd raferrl^ to the 
eB$>l09&sst of G©orga Edmunds to iroostigst© the 
ImA tifcls© of Joseph Sasith and ofefesra, end asMog 
to b© ltfooBBBd of tfea d$y of the sal© of property. 
Electrofftat, 2 pegee, to cost©. 

10. Letter to ths Baorctery of t&e Interior, Jaramry 30, 
1851, ©aclooing Ofy of a letter fro© A. W i ll i wa ns , 
tmitefi St&tes Attorney, asd reacsmsnSing p^yssnrt 
to George Wms&& for bis service In IxsTO^igstiBg 
titlas to the Smith lands at Nmxroo, Illinois . 
Electro stot, 3 P®$©8, 60 coots. 

The records of ttie Solicitor of the Tx'oz&my cosrtE&a report© frees 
tfeo Itelted States Attorn and the Bfcit©d States Marshal for tha 
District of IXlicote ttot laclate lafogaattloo about the debt pro- 
eeadlnga e&elnst Joseph Ss&th sad others, as fallows: 

1. A report of J, Butterfleld of proeeedix^G instituted 
at tfe© June torn of t&o Circuit Court of the 
United States for tks District of XHlnola in a debt 
action eg@l&st Bet^r Easfs, H* w. Millar, Gsorg© 
Miller, Jccspb S^aith, aM Kyruss Ssslth. In Attonsays ' 
amaSSSl iffigdfe * Hsgsfciv® photostat, I paga, TO 

2. A report of the Ufcited States Marshal on final pro* 
cm& goterae d at tfes Beoesfesr l£&2 iten of the Circuit 
asd District Courts for tlio District of Illinois, 
^Mch jjaolateB a etatemit that & wit ©gainst the 
&sit&s sod otfcsro ted cat been ressXered. esd a stellar 
report, for tdte Decssissr lBfc3 Stem of thee© courts, 



e&m&im $ks& t&a wit ^sstest tte SsaStta 
boot.' Is 

3. Beport of tb9 Ua4t@<a 8fc&fc©s AtfccaeEBS^ fm tbs District 
ef rUiuoifi^ g&£@a JU3^ 23 # 18^1, fa? tto Juiy I85L 
Ete© of ttm eism&t Crast of ®&%®& Stated tw 
ttea BiefaKte* Illtost© to Joseph Sgtfefe c£ g3L„ 
e& gfetaMwy^ to ® toll brc^^izi to o&p&ro ImSM t& 

n Kwt of Mast©? £UW & &&s?m tap Spmrn* 

vilX fes* ezs&2 rakject of ^el^l i© 

*W V<3&2ms g ♦ j^tgafcSgft packet* l^aa, 




4. Espost of tte felted States Attazmg to tise 
Dtefl^w iBga. nn of t£& C&ras&t (taspt of tte 
tfalteS Bfca£gs tor tfcs District of XHtoAs is 
jjgggg| ^^ SLfeJ&y ®* CtaBaray, r^CTti^ filing 
of ec«l®g3^3g2v® y a g*»gfe c*f «tf eeas&isastlosa 

5* of th& United St@t@@ At tara gy for the JtLLy 

1&52 <fem cf ttse Ctrrait Court of tfc& Qstted State 
for t&© B&stoiefc of nilnai* In j^s^& S^fft gt eJU, 



flea by esla 6? land t&e ta^« m Bbpqt$ 



I2sa E^iaaaX todilv^e east ©*$ppXy egpl©5 of assy of tls© docosssstB 
orifecd ^KTve at t3& prices Listed (gzsmpt ttet tfc© m****g»n» on 
aster 1© §0 casts), or a 3; effii mlcrafUja copy of all of thm< 

(8r p^bs) f« $5.00. 

An iaqulry a©Ecerais& ^tatter tissr© we &£bm& m& v®&&tiM of the 
Foteral eoQVto 1b BfLssoiapl ttet woaljS docim^ qj^ court astlcsi 
t^st islgbt Iwret feesn taks@a In Mlasowl as a resalt of tto l^tnsc- 
tXam glvea to Uislte^ Stetaa Attorney BXalx Ijy the Solicitor of tte 
Himsaxy la fels letter edf 1 # l8feX atoaJUS ^ ateroed to tte 
Cl^rli of the Salted S'tetes District Cos&t for the Easteam District 
of Missouri, Halted States Courf&aas&, St • Loals 1, iUssotirl . 

M inquiry ecsmOTs^ tfc® reeoa^e of tte t^tt^i 3tat@8 District- 
Ccmt fa? the District of TllinMa or tte ^flalt©dl State® Circuit Court 
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fear tSm M&sAg& miaatfl (m®& early j?sc©^© of fc&esa omt&a 
mv® 6*8temp*& tgr ttoa eMesgo 91m) t&&& u qtiM accessed tba 
©£&&qb& In t&sD© Q@t2£&0 ia tl$@ Joseph flaSyfe py@ CTB fltagg flteuM 
lie aflhwfl to Ctefe of tee u&it©a stafcg© x&BfeF&ct Courk ftar 
fcto ffiaffS&Basa District of Il&Usoie, Us&tesS States C&srt&sss®, 

If t&s rseOT&s of tto p me at Uoatea 8t®fc©s Bisfcelcfc Cerat for tka 
tet&gra District of ZUtogto da sofc cceSain a of Joseph 

SsdLtti'a ^plteaftiea for fcaotessptey ussier t£e Bsstojptcy Act of 
it ©spasms posaifcle ttot m*c& e mom® map tat with t&© recsmis of 
t&e Unit Stores Mstrtct Ceaarfc for ite* B^jS^q District a? 
m t aato . An inquiry this feasibility eiics&a essfc to t&s 
Ctek of fcfea iMiefl States Blstoiet Court £to t&© ScKttea District 
of UiteeAs, U&ttei States Coizrfc&s&se, Pecsria X, Illiaolft. It 
crt^st Isafe m& m® csf tfe&se Oerfea to find fcli® fiosirea reetasi if a 
r^sst tW@for melo&ed a copy of tM© gg pg gt. 

An esas&satioa of tfea reoag^a of t&e Depeortss^it of Jtofciee (BseassS 
@xma® 60) repealed so raf&reiaee to Joseph &alth. 




Diplomatic, Legal, and Fiscal Branch 



"Register of Miscellaneous Suits 
in vhich the United States is a Party 
or Interested, 1834-18WT 
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Letters Received by the Solicitor of the Treasury 
from United States Attorneys for the District of Illinois 
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Reporta About Debt Proceedii^s Against 
Joseph aath and Others, Contained In Periodic 
Reports of United States Attorneys and 
Marshals to the Solicitor of the Treasury 
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RECORD GROUP 206 
RECORDS OF THE SOLICITOR OF THE EtiJASURY 
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